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The Earbarous and Shocking
the Axe, Which Recalls the Darkest Days
of Mediaeval Torture, and Which

Has Just Beern

Ratibor, Germany, Februury 20, 1914,
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Water Torivre as Inflicted on a French Woman in Ancient Times.
French Picture of the Torture of the Marquise De Brinvilliers, Whe
Wis Later Beheaded for Murder,

An Ancient Saxon Drawing, Showing the Execa-
tion of an Erring Woman by the Sword.
Around Are the Mutilated Remains of Human Be-
ings and Instruments of Torture Used by
“Justice” in Olden Days.
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Their work Is naturally slow, but
the tinishied product is equal to that
iurned out by normal workmen,

Men with wenk or missing legs but
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The Death by the Axe, Still Practised in Modern
Germany. A ;
Woman's Execution in Ratibor, Germany, in 1792,

Scene Was Recently Repented Just as Shown Here. When
Two Murderesses Were Beheaded in the Same Old Prison.

Drawing of an Old Print, Showing a

The

villlers, most terrible of polsoners; of Queen Marie An-
toinette, and of tha countless other women, good and
bad, who had been done to death, often with horrible
tortures, In other days,

Executions of women have occurred more frequently
in Germany than, in any other civilized country In re-
cent years,

An execution which attracted much attentlon wasa
that of Grete Beier, at Fretberg, in Baxony, in 1909,

She was a very handsome and accomplishied  young
woman and the daughter of the Mayor of I'reiberg.

She murdered her fiance with remuarkable heartlessnoess
and dellberation,

The infliction of the death penalty upon a woman ls
evidently becoming u rare oceurrence in the clvilizad
world and there are many reformers who 8aY that it
should be stopped even hefora the total abolition of
capltal punishment. [n the United States, the sentenc.
Ing ef a woman to death, which rarely happens as of-
ten as once in a yYear, always arouses a storm of protest
from humanitarians, but it would bLe rash to say that
the States are soon to relfete women from the suprema
renalty altogether.

In France no woman 1§ ever Bent 1o the gulllotine,
although the law permits ft. Italy follows the sama
example. In Russia capital punishment, except under
martial lew, has been ahollshed.

In England women are sti]] subjrct to the death
penalty and one was executed last year, but the COurts
tend to show morn leniency toward the weaker gex,

In the half-eivilized countries of the Ilnst womean
are puulshed more severely for their offenees than
men, ‘Taese people are still lving in the Middle Ares,
IPor instance, fn Persla recently o woman w as stoned
to death for bigamy, an act which In a man would have
been nec erfime,

In the year 1912 there was no execntion of a woman
in any elvilized couniry of Burope or America, and this
Ied humanitarians to expect that the practise would
cease altogether, but they were mistaken,

‘Those who opposa the Infliction of capital "punish-
ment on women basa thelr positlon #enerally on the
gentler and weaker constifution of the falr sex and
ilie fact that man stands in the attitude of a protecior
toward woman. We do not inflict the death penalty upon
little ehildren, and for the same renson we should not
inflict it on women. It {s also urged that it is wtroelous
Lo execute a heing who {8 or may become a mother,

The recvords prove that woman iz less frequently a
criminai than man, hut on the other hand fome women
commlt erimes which for vold-blooded cruelty ecannot
he surpassed, Indeed, there seems ground . for argn-
ing that more exceptionally ¢ruel murders are com-
mitted by women than by men,

Haveloek Ellis, an excellent English
fundamental sex characteristics, has
differences in tha criminality of men
interastingly:

“The forins of criminality into which women
casily fall are the subtlest
the more domestic forms. Murders, assaults, burglaries,
thefts, commercial erimes—as well as the so-called
political erlmes—arp comparatively raro among women,
in Italy, for 100 men who commit anv ona of theso of-
fenses the proportion of women is from six to helow one.

“Polsoning, on the other hand, i= a characteristienlly
feminine crimina’ method. In Greelt days, Euripldes
makes Medep sav that poison {8 the form of murder In
which women exeel, and they have rotained thal pre-
eminence ever since. In France tha proportion s about
SiX women to thre or four men, 30 that about two-
thirds of dotected cnses of poisoning are by woulen,
In Italy, for evgry 100 men found guilty of notsoning
there are 123 women, :

“Infanticide i3 the erimé In which
in greatest eontrast to mon; in Ttaly,
every 100 men guilty of Infanticide,
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women commit erimes somewhat more freqaendy than
the fathers. This has been the experience of tha So.
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